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Louis XV's approval by pointing out the real
advantages of a marriage that was desirable as
well. M. de Loss, the Saxon envoy to Paris, dis-
played discretion and intelligence in his diplomacy;
he had a number of interviews with the king and
knew how to establish Marie-Josephe in the king's
good graces.

The Dauphin was more difficult to win over;
neither the Marquise de Pompadour nor the
marshal had any influence over him; he feared
them and was coldly aloof. But as he heard
everyday the praises of his destined bride's merits
and virtues, he succeeded in accustoming himself
to the thought of marriage; and in the end he
submitted to the nation's wishes, though he could
not forget the beloved wife he had just lost.

Marie-Josephe came by Strasbourg, through
Belfort, Langres and Troyes; she responded as
well as she could to the cheers that greeted her,
and her lovable grace won everyone's heart.
When presented to the queen, not far from Ver-
sailles, she spoke with affection and courtesy,
assuring her of her desire to find favour, and
begging her to be kind and tell her of her faults
and errors. When she received the magnificent
presents Louis XV had sent to her, she exclaimed
that the only thing lacking was a portrait of the
king.

Of a cheerful and lively disposition she soon
overcame the Dauphin's misgivings and rapidly
won his liking. On a courtier's telling her that
Madame the Princess Royal was serious and Mme